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Domestic 
abuse & 
Housing 

Home is where perpetrators are most likely to 
cause harm and kill.

Perpetrators use housing as a form of economic 
abuse and coercive control

Domestic abuse is a leading cause of 
homelessness amongst women

Emphasis on victim/survivors needing to leave to 
become safe.

Long-term housing and economic insecurity



The role of 
housing in 
response to 
DA

• To identify survivors of domestic abuse before they 
reach a point of crisis.

• Provide a link to specialist domestic abuse services 
who can offer support.

• To support them to maintain their housing and hold 
perpetrators to account for their actions.

• Where necessary, to offer alternative, safe and 
secure long-term housing.

• To share information with multi-agency 
professionals to build a better understand of  a 
family’s circumstances. 



• Part 4- Safe Accommodation: New duty on Tier One local 
authorities to fund support for victims and their children in 
safe accommodation. A Tier 2 district, borough and city 
councils and London Boroughs required to co-operate with 
Tier 1 authorities.

• Part 7- Priority Need: Local authorities are required to 
automatically give Priority Status to victims of DA. Victims 
seeking assistance will no longer have to prove their 
vulnerability. (clause 71)

• Part 7-Secure Tenancies Act: Granting secure tenancies in 
cases of domestic abuse where an original sole or joint 
secure tenancy was held (Part 7 miscellaneous and 
general). Amends Part 4 of the Housing Act 1985 (secure 
tenancies and rights of secure tenants) (or assured 
tenancy for housing association tenants).

Domestic 
Abuse Act 

2021 & 
Housing



Working together across housing, domestic abuse, and other 
agencies. 

Consider all survivors’ needs, particularly those experiencing 
multiple disadvantage and those in different tenure types 
(owned, privately renting, social housing, sheltered and 

supported accommodation

Prevent homelessness due to domestic abuse AND provide 
adequate emergency/temporary accommodation and long-

term housing

Change the narrative: stop asking ‘why doesn’t she’ leave and 
stop asking ‘why doesn’t he stop?’ Changing how 

we respond to 
survivors’ 
housing 
needs. 



DAHA 
accreditation 
framework 



What is the 
Whole Housing 
Approach 
(WHA)





Standing Together has received funding from

The National Lottery to build upon learning from

an initial 30-month pilot of the Whole Housing

Approach across five local areas, to further

develop and test the model with one local

authority pilot site that will delivery all elements

of the Whole Housing Approach.

Whole Housing Approach Pilot with the National 
Lottery

1. Pilot all elements of the WHA in one new area, including 

local governance, move on hub, DAHA accreditation and 

work with by and for services.

2. Review existing and produce new toolkit chapters based on 

learning from pilot.

3. Set up an Experts by Experience group to support the 

project

4. Externally evaluate the project – focus on coordination and 

combined component.
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Story



Questions



Useful 
resources  

• Whole Housing Toolkit:
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/what-we-do/whole-housing-
approach/whole-housing-toolkit/

• Part 4: Whole Housing Approach Strategy Template/Guidance:
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11072/part-4-wha-strategy-
template-guidence.pdf

• Whole Housing Approach – Year 2 Report:
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11066/whole-housing-project-
report_year-two_final.pdf

• Whole Housing Approach Guide
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/10671/whole-housing-
approach-guide.pdf

• DAHA Membership information 
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/what-we-do/daha-membership/

• DAHA Evaluation by the University of York 
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11077/st-york-evaluation-
report_final.pdf

https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/what-we-do/whole-housing-approach/whole-housing-toolkit/
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11072/part-4-wha-strategy-template-guidence.pdf
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11066/whole-housing-project-report_year-two_final.pdf
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/10671/whole-housing-approach-guide.pdf
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/what-we-do/daha-membership/
https://www.dahalliance.org.uk/media/11077/st-york-evaluation-report_final.pdf


Email us: housingteam@standingtogether.org.uk


